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Palm Sunday 

 

Palm Sunday is also known as Passion Sunday - more about that in a minute. 

 

First of all, why Palm Sunday?  Obviously, because it is the day we remember Jesus entering 

Jerusalem and being greeted by the crowds who went wild and cheered and clapped him - 

and waved palm branches, because that was what they had to hand.  But you knew that.  It is 

also the start of something big.  Jerusalem was the place that would mark the culmination of 

Jesus' ministry.  Imagine how excited the people must have been; this, at least, was the 

messiah, the chosen one, coming to the seat of power. They thought this was 'it' - the end of 

their repression , the time to overthrown the invaders, their time.  We remember that exciting 

time by decorating our churches with palms and singing hymns and being joyful.  But it is so 

short-lived. 

 

Just a little aside - remember the ashes we put on our foreheads nearly six weeks ago?  Well, 

the palms that we wave on Palm Sunday are burnt to create those ashes.  The Palms that have 

been grown, harvested and dried ready for this Sunday will be burnt and ground and next 

year, we will put them on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, as a symbol of our faith. 

 

Anyway, back to Sunday.  After we have heard about Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, things 

quickly take a turn for the more sombre.  This is the day of the two Gospel readings and the 

second one takes us through the Last Supper and the Garden of Gethsemane to Jesus' trial, 

condemnation and death on the Cross.  It's a long Gospel and it's hard to maintain focus for 

the whole thing, but, I have good news for you (Gospel - Good News - get it?  Sometimes I'm 

almost funny!); this year, as we aren't in school, we can take longer to go through the story. 

We don't need to listen to or read it in one go.  So, we're going to take it in small chunks, 

using the timeline above as our guide.  

 

So, we start on Palm Sunday; a day for celebration.  For the people of Jerusalem, they were 

excited at the prospect of the end of their wait for their own king, their own ruler.  We have 

the exciting prospect that the end of Lent is near - not long now before the end of our Lenten 

observance, not long until we can eat chocolate again, or log back on to our social media.  

Exciting times! 

 


