
 

April 2020 

 

Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers 

As we come to the end of a rather strange term, I write to update you on some 
aspects of school life, such as it is at the moment. It is very quiet here. 

I hope that you are all safe and well.  I hope you are finding some enjoyment and 
light during these unusual days and doing everything you can to stay safe. 

Our staff have been busy producing work and offering feedback.  I want to thank 
them for going well beyond what the government has decreed they do.  I want to 
thank you, pupils and parents, for accessing and doing the work.  I explained in our 
final assemblies before closure how important it was to keep mentally and physically 
active; I’m delighted to see how many of you are doing that. 

I hope you are following us on Twitter (@holycrosschorl) where we are endeavouring 
to keep you up to speed with the latest news from government relating to schools, 
with useful links to help or amuse you, and share some of the brilliant work that our 
pupils are sending in.  We will include information about online Easter services so 
that your families can join with Catholics around the world to celebrate this most 
important period in the Church’s calendar. 

Over the next two weeks we will not be setting work or checking responses on Show 
My Homework. Pupils and staff need a break.  We will start again on Monday 20 April. 

As soon as we get confirmation about exactly how this year’s GCSE grades are to be 
awarded, we will let you know.  Our teachers are already putting evidence together 
to justify the grades we will submit.  We are doing everything we can to make sure 
our pupils get what they deserve. 

We are currently working with school trip providers to ensure that you are properly 
refunded for any activities you have paid for which do not go ahead.  As soon as we 
get confirmation that a trip is cancelled and refunded, we will start getting money 
back to parents.  It may be that we have to make final payments before we can claim 
full refunds so please stick to payment schedules and deadlines until we advise you 
otherwise. 

As ever, I would urge all our pupils to find opportunities to do good; to make the 
world a little better in whatever small way we can, whilst staying safe obviously.  This 
may take the form of helping around the house, supporting elderly relatives or 
neighbours even if it’s just a quick phone call, keeping in touch with friends, perhaps 
just remembering that this is an unsettling time for parents as well, just being kind. 



 

Enjoy the Easter break as much as you can.  I have attached a reflection at the end of 
this letter that I think is appropriate. I look forward to seeing you all, safe and well, 
as soon as we can. 

On behalf of governors and staff, happy Easter. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Ivan Gaughan 
Headteacher 

 


