
Year 7 Guidance Evening 

12 November 2019 



Purpose of the Evening

• To explain our setting process.

• To explain how we use the information we have been given about your 

child.

• To highlight some key dates when you should receive more information 

from us.

• To give you some advice about how you can help your child succeed in 

Year 7 and beyond.

• To explain the pastoral care and initiatives that have been introduced.



How are the sets arranged 
in Year 7?
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There are two populations in Year 7: A and B.



Setting 
July 2019

• KS2 standardised scores used to initially set all pupils 

September 2019 
• Cognitive Ability Tests taken (CATs) 
• There are four areas – Verbal, Quantitative, Non Verbal and Spatial
• We use the separate scores to help us identify any potential barriers to learning 

November 2019

• CAT (Cognitive Ability Tests) results allow us to look more closely at the accuracy of 
the sets and discuss any anomalies

• November: Data drop 20th November in which all subject areas submit data

• All pupils have completed a full term of work and reports go home

February 2020

• 27th February – Parents Evening 

• Using subject assessments and professional judgements, sets are reviewed again and 
pupils may move groups

June 2020 and beyond

• Setting is reviewed after a full year of work and sets are altered for September 2020



How do we ensure your child is making the 
expected Level of Progress?

• The processes for 
assessment have 
changed.

• In 2024 when your child 
receives their GCSE 
results the grades  will 
be numbers (grades 1-9)



How do we ensure your child is making the 
expected Level of Progress?

• In line with the new GCSE changes we have adapted our school target-

setting system to fit with the new assessment guidelines.

• We will use Reading and Maths standardised scores (KS2) and CATs data to 

help us set aspirational targets for your child.

• Your child will have a GCSE target grade to aspire to from Y7.

• We will use a flightpath system to effectively monitor and track progress 

throughout Y7-11. 



KS2 SAT 
Score

Set from FFT 20 
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Maths 2019
Average Y 7  Y 8  Y 9  Y 10  Y 11  KS4 Final

120 3+ 4+ 5+ 7+ 8+ 8
119 3+ 4+ 5+ 7+ 8+ 8
118 3+ 4+ 5+ 7+ 8+ 8
117 3+ 4+ 5+ 7+ 8+ 8
116 3= 4= 5= 7= 8= 8
115 3= 4= 5= 7= 8= 8
114 3= 4= 5= 7= 8= 8
113 3= 4= 5= 7= 8= 8
112 3= 4= 5= 7= 8= 8
111 3= 4= 5= 6+ 7+ 7
110 2+ 3+ 4+ 5+ 7= 7
109 2+ 3+ 4+ 5+ 7= 7
108 2+ 3+ 4= 5+ 6+ 6
107 2+ 3+ 4= 5= 6= 6
106 2+ 3+ 4= 5= 6= 6
105 2= 3= 3+ 4+ 5+ 5
104 2= 3= 3+ 4+ 5+ 5
103 2= 3= 3+ 4+ 5= 5
102 2= 3= 3+ 4+ 5= 5
101 2= 3= 3+ 4+ 5= 5
100 1+ 2= 2+ 3+ 4= 4
99 1+ 2= 2+ 3+ 4= 4
98 1+ 2= 2+ 3+ 4= 4
97 1+ 2= 2+ 3= 3+ 3
96 1+ 2= 2+ 3= 3+ 3
95 1+ 2= 2+ 3= 3+ 3
94 1= 2= 2+ 3= 3+ 3
93 1= 1= 1+ 2= 3= 3
92 1= 1= 1+ 2= 3= 3
91 1= 1= 1+ 2= 2+ 2
90 1= 1= 1+ 2= 2+ 2
89 1= 1= 1+ 2= 2+ 2



How will I be informed about my 
child’s progress in school?



What have Year 7 pupils been studying 
in English? 



• All pupils in Y7 follow the same curriculum in English 
regardless of their set. The curriculum is designed to 
build upon the skills they developed in primary school 
and enthuse pupils. 

• The English curriculum in Year 7 includes four lessons 
a week which includes one library lesson a fortnight.

• At the end of each half term, pupils will complete an 
assessment based upon the unit of work they have 
studied. Your child has already completed two 
assessments on their Sky Hawk unit of work.

English in Y7



KS3 English Curriculum



Accelerated Reader
• Your child will study one of the following novels with their English 

teacher this half term in order to introduce them to Accelerated 
Reader.

A Monster Calls
Holes
Al Capone Does My Shirts
Boy
• Accelerated Reader allows us to track your child’s reading age and 

motivate them to read a wider range of texts. It encompasses both 
fiction and non-fiction texts. Once pupils complete a text they will 
do a quiz on this and receive a score; pupils who have high 
engagement or achievement receive rewards and prizes 
throughout the year.

We strongly encourage all pupils to read for 
pleasure – whether this be fiction or non-
fiction (magazines, blogs and fact books all 

count!). The library is open every lunchtime to 
facilitate this.



BookTrust

• This half-term, your child has received their 
Bookbuzz reading book. 

• Get talking!

• Make it fun!

• What next? 

booktrust.org.uk/bookbuzz



How to help your child in English

1. Support us to help your child to progress by 
monitoring their use of Accelerated Reader and 
Bedrock Vocabulary.

2. Encourage them to read widely and talk to them 
about what they’re reading.

3. Ask them to read with younger siblings.
4. If you can, take them to see live theatre.
5. If SPaG is an issue then help them to proofread 

their homework and identify errors in a range of 
exercise books and make corrections.



Bedrock Vocabulary



Oliver had not been within the walls of the _____ a quarter of an hour, 

and had _______ completed the _______ of a second slice of bread, 

when Mr. Bumble, who had handed him over to the care of an old 

woman, returned, and, telling him it was a ________, informed him 

that the board had said he was to appear before it ________. Not 

having a very clearly ______ _______ of what a ____ ______ was, 

Oliver was rather _______ by this ________, and was not quite 

_______ whether he ________ to laugh or cry. 

Oliver had not been within the walls of the workhouse a quarter of 
an hour, and had scarcely completed the demolition of a second 
slice of bread, when Mr. Bumble, who had handed him over to the 
care of an old woman, returned, and, telling him it was a board 
night, informed him that the board had said he was to appear 
before it forthwith. Not having a very clearly defined notion of 
what a live board was, Oliver was rather astounded by this 
intelligence, and was not quite certain whether he ought to laugh 
or cry. 

Tier 3

Tier 2

www.bedrocklearning.org

http://www.bedrocklearning.org/


Religious 

Studies

Science

Geography

Bedrock Vocabulary



• Exposure to 280 Tier 2 words- including academic 

verbs.

• 225 reading comprehension questions.
• 17,000 words of fiction and non-fiction.

www.bedrocklearning.org

Bedrock Vocabulary: Example Blocks, Topics and Words

http://www.bedrocklearning.org/


• Pupils will use this software in school once a 
week. They will also be expected to complete a 
short session as a weekly piece of homework.

Bedrock Vocabulary



How can parents get involved?
1. Sit through one Bedrock lesson with your child. You’ll get a clear 

idea of how long it should take them and the level they should 
be working at.

2. If you have not done so already, create your Bedrock parent 
account. Visit this page if you need help: 
www.bedrocklearning.org/createaparentaccount

3. Visit https://www.bedrocklearning.org/supportmychild

4. Check the Vocab Notebook and the recent activity report to 
monitor your child’s progress. Congratulate them when they 
complete a topic- this will keep them motivated through the 
next one!

https://www.bedrocklearning.org/createparentaccount/
https://www.bedrocklearning.org/supportmychild


What have Year 7 pupils been studying in 
Maths? 



Maths in Y7

• Pupils are set according to their ability and have 4 lessons each week

• Each class follows a suitable pathway to enable them to achieve their 
target grade.

Class
Year 7 
Stage

Year 8 
Stage

7A1 5 6

7A2 4 5

7A3 4 5

7A4 4 5

7B1 3 4

7B2 3 4

7B3 2 3



Maths in Y7

Topic Based Assessments are 
completed at the end of each unit of 
work.



How to help your child in Maths

Support 
of school

Equipment 
(The Big 6)

Organisation

Maths Doctor

Homework Clubs

Websites

Pen, pencil, ruler, 
protractor, pair of 
compasses and a 
scientific calculator



Pupil screen will look similar to this

Make use of the video clips which 
provide examples and explanations



When on a question

Remember to scroll 
down the page to 
access the video 
clips relevant to 
that question.



When on a question

The Overview 
can be used to 
return to the 
starting page for 
ALL videos 
relevant to this 
piece of 
homework



When on a question

Use this icon to obtain 
function notation for 
entering powers, 
fractions etc.



When on a question

Drawing tools –
need to be used 
very accurately.



When on a question

Beneficial for 
parent/guardian 
and pupil to watch 
this tutorial before 
using these tools.



At the end of this presentation

 Maths staff and chrome books will be available to 
provide further assistance

 This presentation will be put on the school 
website



How to help your child in Maths

Support 
at home

Speak 
positively

Involve

Recognise

Praise



The Resilient Student



Leads to a desire to learn and 
therefore a tendency to:

EMBRACE CHALLENGES

PERSIST IN THE FACE OF SET 
BACKS

SEE EFFORT AS A PATH TO 
MASTERY

LEARN FROM CRITICISM

FIND LESSONS AND 
INSPIRATION IN THE SUCCESS 
OF OTHERS

Leads to a desire to look 
smart and therefore a 
tendency to:

AVOID CHALLENGES

GIVE UP EASILY

SEE EFFORT AS FRUITLESS OR 
WORSE

IGNORE USEFUL FEEDBACK

FEEL THREATENED BY THE 
SUCCESS OF OTHERS

Fixed mind-set Growth mind-set

CHALLENGES

OBSTACLES

EFFORT

CRITICISM

SUCCESS OF OTHERS

VS



Success



The Development of 
Growth Mindset

Starts 
in the 
home

Is 
reinforced 
in school

Applied 
throughout 

life!



Standards

• Homework

• Organisation

• Uniform & haircuts

• Behaviour

• Social media



Initiatives and events
• Holy Cross Feast Day & Mass

• Extra-curricular activities

• European Day of Languages

• Maths Week 

• Literacy Day 

• Tutor Representative elections

• Collective Worship

• Sporting Fixtures 



Coming up soon

• Tutor group led assemblies

• Advent Liturgy

• School Council elections

• Reports 

• Parents’ evening

• New literacy initiative –
Bedrock Vocabulary

• Sporting events   

• Musical 



Year 7 Guidance Evening 

Thank you for attending 
and we trust the evening 

has been useful


