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• To inform you about how we set targets and 

track progress

• To explain our setting process

• To advise about how you can help your  child 

succeed in Year 8 and beyond

• To inform you about what is going on this year 

at Holy Cross

Purpose of the Evening



Our Continued Partnership

Well being, 
spiritual growth 
and academic 

progress of 
each child

Parents
/Carers

Child
Teachers

/

Staff



How do we ensure your child is 
making the expected level of progress?

• In line with the GCSE changes we have adapted our school 
target-setting system to fit with the new assessment guidelines.

• We have used Reading and Maths standardised scores from 
primary school and CAT data, to help us set aspirational targets 
for your child.

• Your child will have a GCSE target grade to aspire to in each 
subject.

• We use a flightpath system to effectively monitor and track 
progress throughout Y7-11, and the flightpath your child will 
have could vary dependent on the subject 

• When concerns arise, we respond with whole school focuses 
e.g. this year’s focus is improving boys’ progress





How will I be informed about 
my child’s progress in school?

• Every year there will be a Guidance Evening –
except in Year 9 when there will be an 
Options Evening (January 2020)

• Parents’ Evenings

• 4 reports per academic year

• Praise and concern letters



Year 8 Setting

We review sets 3 times a year: December, March and June

• Setting is reviewed through collaboration between class 
teacher, the Head of Department, Head of Year and SLT

• Base set moves on academic and learning data collected 
four times a year

• If your child moves class you will receive a letter informing 
you of this 



Why do we review sets?

All classes cover the same curriculum and have the 
same curriculum opportunities; it is just delivered at a 

different PACE.

•Some pupils may need to work on more challenging tasks or at a faster pace

•Some pupils may not be coping with the pace and difficulty of the set they are 
in. This can damage confidence and slow down progress

•Some pupils may need the additional support that can be provided in a 
smaller class

•We try very hard to refine sets and ensure that the learning experience is 
positive for every pupil



How will my child’s progress 
be celebrated in school?

• Assemblies 
• A1 Reward System 
• Breakfast with the Headteacher
• Personalised rewards in departments
• Personalised rewards in the Year Group
• Going for Gold scheme 
• Rewards Trip in July 2019
• Awards Day Weds 17 July 2019



How can I help my 
child succeed at 

high school?



Get the Basics Right 

Sleep

Eat and 
Drink 
Well 

Exercise 



Parental Involvement/ Support

http://www.catholic-church.org/stbedepgh/quietkidsworkzone.jpg


Staying Safe Online

Digital Parenting 
magazine

http://www.lancashiresafeguarding.org.uk/online-safeguarding.aspx

http://www.vodafone.com/content/digital-parenting/learning-and-fun/digital-parenting-magazine.html
http://www.lancashiresafeguarding.org.uk/online-safeguarding.aspx


Attendance Matters 

Good attendance is vital for pupils to achieve their full 
educational potential. Good attendance is (Av.97%). Pupils 
with good attendance records benefit in the following ways:

• Continuity of learning which makes progress and retention 
easier

• Improved performance in tasks
• Enhanced performance in examinations
• Continuity of relationships and friendships
• Good references for further education or employment
• Good habits are formed for later life
• Holidays during  school holidays, not during term time



Did you know?

90% Attendance = 4 weeks absence

4 weeks absence = 100 lessons missed

DFE research shows attendance of 90% would 
mean GCSE grades dropping by at least one 

grade



How our pupils track their 
attendance:

• Fortnightly attendance tracker completed in 
tutor time

• Pupils are developing better awareness of 
how attendance impacts on their learning 



The Year 8 Team 

8H
Mrs Brinkhuijsen

8Y
Miss Calver

8L
Miss Pye

8C
Mrs Davy

8R
Mrs Parkinson

8S
Mrs Eyre

8X
Miss Brindle

The Tutors

Assistant Head of 
Year

Head of 
Year

Mrs Waugh Mrs Mitchell

Assistant 
Headteacher

Mrs Hardman



Encourage a Growth Mindset



Fixed mind-set VS Growth mind-set

Leads to a desire to look 
smart and therefore a 
tendency to:

AVOID CHALLENGES

GIVE UP EASILY

SEE EFFORT AS FRUITLESS OR 
WORSE

IGNORE USEFUL FEEDBACK

FEEL THREATENED BY THE 
SUCCESS OF OTHERS

Leads to a desire to learn and 
therefore a tendency to:

EMBRACE CHALLENGES

PERSIST IN THE FACE OF SET 
BACKS

SEE EFFORT AS A PATH TO 
MASTERY

LEARN FROM CRITICISM

FIND LESSONS AND 
INSPIRATION IN THE SUCCESS 
OF OTHERS

CHALLENGES

OBSTACLES

EFFORT

CRITICISM

SUCCESS OF OTHERS



Challenge Through Independent 
Learning

• Accelerated Reader: completed in school as part of library 
lessons and at the start of English lessons for 15 minutes. 
Should be furthered at home

• My Maths: Online tool used in maths to complete 
homework in various topics

• Maths Watch: Online used for homework but also 
contains video clips which explain how to complete the 
work. Additional worksheets for revision purposes 

• Kerboodle: Science online tutorial with attached exercises
• Various Year 8 Activities: An in-house programme created 

by Y8 staff to stretch and challenge pupils in their wider 
involvement in school



Holy Cross Year of Mission 
2018-19

New mission statement

Pastoral focus

Everyone is unique and valued

Animate team

Whole school Mass to celebrate

School prayer








